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    The Weisenbeck family farm has been standing since 1892, when Michael 
Weisenbeck started it all.  The story began when  Michael and his wife, Anita, 
emigrated to America from Austria.  They settled in the nice, peaceful state of 
Wisconsin and started a farm.   

    When things first started out, Michael and Anita had very few animals, but 
everyone had at least a couple cows.  He also had a flock of geese, to stuff pillows 
with feathers.  Back then people probably only had twenty to thirty cows on their 
farm. Michael had about 26. He also had a few pigs, some sheep, and a flock of 
chickens which was more than almost anyone had in those days.  People didn’t 
have much money back then either, so he didn’t have much land.  When it 
started, he only had around 120 acres of land, but when you consider how it was 
farmed, without tractors and large equipment, that was probably plenty of land. 



        The years went by, the Michael and Anita 
Weisenbeck's son,  Matson,  took over in 1927.  By then, 
the farm had increased to about 312 acres.  The quantity of 
animals had also increased.  There were about 40 cows, a 
few more pigs and sheep, still a flock of chickens, and 
geese.  There were a few more buildings added to the 
farm, too.   

In 1951, a brand new milking parlor was built.  This was 
one of the first milking parlors built. The very first one 
around the area was in 1949.  This really helped things 
around farms because usually there was no more than a 
stool and a bucket to milk a cow.  The parlor consisted of a 
hands-free machine that will milk one cow at a time.  It 
was also faster than hands.  Of course, it wasn't cheap, so 
Matson had to fork out some money to get the new 
advancement.                      

  About 5 years after the first milking parlor went up, Arnie Weisenbeck, Matson's 
son, and his wife, Edie,  took over in 1956.  He ran the farm for almost 40 
years. Now the cows had increased to about 80.  Arnie sold the sheep and pigs, 
and some of the chicken flock.  Now people were beginning to have more money, 
and with more money, the size of the farm was increased to 500 acres.  In 1972, 
Arnie built a new milking parlor, this one more 
advanced.  In 1978, Chris and Terry, two of Arnie's 
sons,  started to work on the farm.  They still do up to this 
day.  In 1980, 260 acres were added to the farm.  1987 was 
a tragic year for the farm when the shop and garage went 
up in flames.  Everything in it was lost and another one had 
to be built immediately.  It was an accident, however, the 
farm is a dangerous place and things happen.  

   In 1993, the cows went up to 200 and there were no more chickens. The size 
had increased to about 1000 acres.  When September of 1994 came, Arnie and 
Edie decided to move off the farm.  It marked 38 years that Arnie lived there.  In 
the present year of 2003, Chris Weisenbeck runs the farm.  The farm is pretty 



much Terry’s home, because he works there 24/7.  In 2000, the farm purchased a 
farm along with bunch of land and more cows a couple miles from the home 
farm.  This is simply called the “Owen farm.”  A lot of land went along with this 
purchase and some very good hunting woods too.  

        Right now, everyone is getting along with running the two farms.  There are 
Mexicans working for them too, which saves them some time.  Things will be like 
this until another one of our Weisenbeck family members takes it over again.  
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Matson and Lucy Weisenbeck 

                 



 

The new house after the one in 
1912 burnt down. 

Michael and Anita Weisenbeck when they 
first came to America from Austria. 

                    

 



                     

Arnie and Edie Weisenbeck 

 
 

Matson and Lucy Weisenbeck in 
September of 1982. 

Matson, and Lucy Weisenbeck and 
Family 

 



 

Arnie's black Cadillac in front of the old 
shed that burnt down in 1987. 

Michael, and Anita Weisenbeck,  

with their family in the old days. 

 

 


